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Editorial Policy
Items for publication should be submitted to the newsletter no later than the last Friday of the month
before the meeting. Please send items to: cmaxbauer@yahoo.com.
Unless explicitly stated, the views herein are those of the authors and not of S.I.D.A.
Chris Bauer, Editor
(917) 576-9248
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S.I.D.A. President’s Statement
March 2020
US Presidential Democratic Candidate Primary Upheaval Joe Biden’s Stunning Come Back and Bernie Sander’s Good Show.

A

fter the Iowa, New Hampshire, and Nevada primaries, where Bernie Sanders and Peter
Buttigieg did well, the South Carolina primary brightened Joe Biden’s prospects, whose
campaign was flaying until then. Biden’s campaign suddenly got a big boost when South
Carolinians showed their determination that they need someone who they felt could defeat current
President Donald Trump. With that result Tom Steyer bowed out seeing that he no longer has any
chance, and then came the bombshell announcement of Peter Buttigieg that he will no longer be a
candidate, as he also saw that his campaign didn’t have the nationwide support. Amy Klobuchar
followed suit to withdraw herself from the race and throw her support to Joe Biden. With both
Peter Buttigieg and Amy Klobuchar behind Joe Biden, Super Tuesday served as a REAL Super
Tuesday for Joe Biden. With Biden winning 10 states and Bernie Sanders winning 4 states, this
Presidential election turned into a cliffhanger situation, with the expectancy of some horse trading
to take place if it becomes a brokered convention to nominate the Democratic Presidential
candidate, as they need 1991 delegate votes to win.
Things to watch hanging on the outcome of the Presidential election:
1. The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to hear a third major case on the Affordable Care Act,
President Barack Obama’s health care law, granting petitions from Democratic state officials
and the House of Representatives in a case with the potential to wipe out the entire law.
2. There might be the possible appointment of TWO Supreme Court Justices, and that’s a big
stake for Democrats if they lose this Presidential election.
3. Climate change policy will be in danger if Trump wins again.
4. Immigrants will face lot of difficulty and conditions to fulfill especially the DREAMERS.
5. Shrinking leadership image for US in the eyes of the world
6. The ever-expanding budget deficit of more than 1 trillion dollars and International trade
deficit at more than 600 Billion dollars.
7. College tuition for youngsters and many more important issues.
At the local front, with Senator Diane Savino facing two opponents, Brandon Stradford and Rajiv
Gowda, there’s a prospect of a primary for the 23 rd Senate District. S.I.D.A. will be inviting to the
March and April meeting all the candidates for the 23rd Senate District to share their platform.
Besides N.Y.S. Senate election, we have Congressman Max Rose, Assemblyman Michael Cusick,
Assemblyman Charles Fall, and Assembly candidate Brandon Patterson are all busy with their
respective elections. As of this writing we do not have candidates for the 24 th Senate District to
face Republican incumbent Andrew Lanza and for the 62nd Assembly District to face Republican
incumbent Michael Reilly.
The Democratic Committee of Richmond County has given out the petitions, and the
petition process is operating at full steam to support those candidates who were nominated at the
recently held Democratic County Convention at the J.C.C. on Manor Road.
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Bail Reform, which drew lots of criticism, is being a looked at for some fine tuning at the
legislature in Albany. I’m not sure what kind of changes anticipated, but something remains to be
seen.
Something to watch on the health front is the corona virus, which emerged from Wuhan
Province in China. New York State and City gearing up to address this health crisis by enacting
precautions needed to take to avoid this dangerous illness. S.I.D.A. appeals to all its members to
be safe and follow all good health practices.
Before I sign off on this message, just a quick reminder to S.I.D.A. members to get out and do
the best we can to win this presidential election.
Be well,
Radhakrishna Mohan
S.I.D.A. President
"Ask not what your country can do for you,
ask what you can do for your country."
- President John F. Kennedy



Rajiv Gowda

Rajiv Gowda is a candidate for the Democratic nomination for the New York State Senate, District
23 and will be a guest speaker at our March 17 General Membership Meeting. He provided the
following statement for publication in the newsletter. His campaign website is:
www.gowdaforsenate.com.

I

would like to begin by thanking the Staten Island Democratic Association. For nearly 60 years,
this organization has been a champion of democratic ideals and a beacon for those who believe
in the important role the public plays in government.
My name is Rajiv Gowda and I am seeking the 2020 Democratic Party nomination for the 23 rd
New York State Senate District representing the North and East Shores of Staten Island and
portions of Southern Brooklyn.
I am a former 1st Vice President of Local 375, D.C. 37, and a former delegate to both D.C. 37
and the Central Labor Council. With my history in Organized Labor and my experience building
a family while working a union job, I know the importance of extending this same opportunity to
as many New York workers as possible. As I have done for 20+ years of my life, I will continue
to fight for union rights and the rights of our working class, for it is they who truly power the
Empire State.
I am the former President of District 31, Community Educational Council. Staten Island is due
millions of dollars for our schools, which can be used to improve the school grounds, for better
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equipment for all educational programs, to increase the wages of the teachers who mold our
children, and to combat depression, bullying and violence.
I am a retired N.Y.C. engineer with nearly 30 years of experience and the former Chairman of
the Transportation and Waterfront Committee of Community Board #1. I have the background to
isolate the problems plaguing our communities and the experience to know how to best address
them. These include confronting the increasing congestion in our neighborhoods and dealing with
the B.Q.E.
I have lived on Staten Island for the last 25 years of my life. I know the issues that New Yorkers
face on a daily basis, but even more specifically I know what is happening on our island. Staten
Island has high rates of autism and asthma. I will fight for aggressively improving the air quality
so that all families who seek to raise their children here will be healthy.
Based on my vision, background and experience I believe I am the strongest candidate in this
election. I humbly request the endorsement of the Staten Island Democratic Association. May God
bless Staten Island. May God bless the State of New York. And may God bless the United States
of America.



Brandon Stradford

Brandon Stradford is a candidate for the Democratic nomination for the New York State Senate,
District 23 and will be a guest speaker at our March 17 General Membership Meeting. He
provided the following statement for publication in the newsletter. His campaign website is:
www.stradford4senate.com.

M

any thanks to the Leadership of the Staten Island Democratic Association for this
opportunity to share my vision as the next New York State Senator, representing the
priorities of all 315,000 residents of the 23rd District.
I am a Native Staten Islander, and for several years, my family resided in West Brighton's
"Markham Homes" (NYCHA), along with 360 other working class families. I am one of 5 children
raised in a "Union Strong" family, where education was non-negotiable. Our foundation of faith,
self-respect, ambition, education, compassion, and the wisdom we gained from our nightly
'sermons' at Mom and Dad's dinner table, prepared us to navigate through a dramatically changing
society. Dad, the epitome of steely leadership, gave us our blueprint to thrive despite adversity,
and to survive an unforgiving society for young African American men. Prior to the emergence of
"Educational Injustice", Dad visited our High School to unleash his wrath (his version of 'Cease
and Desist'), upon our Vice Principal, who routinely redirected young men of color from pursuing
higher education, and once told my brother, "stop wasting your time with that college stuff, just
pick up a trade and help your parents out".
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As young African American men, we were taught how to conduct ourselves at the Mall, on
public transportation, in school, on the street, and most of all, every time we are driving. These
lessons of self-respect, confidence, respect for authority, and speaking with authority, were
designed for our survival and for our safe return home.
Decades of 'policies and remedies' to control this country's shifting social order, wreaked havoc
on families of color. Like many persons of color in the 23rd District, which now comprises 56%
of the District's population, my life has been impacted by the trauma of incarceration, 'Stop and
Frisk', gun violence, and the untimely demise of family members due to a lack of access to
adequate healthcare. These experiences, and more, redefined my life, my mission and my message.
Empowerment. Inclusion. Compassion. Vision.
I am a Community Advocate, NOT a career politician! For over 30 years I have battled
Economic Injustice, by connecting unemployed, underemployed, Veterans, LGBTQ individuals,
Homeless or Sheltered persons, to hundreds of full time jobs. Promoted Worker Education and
exposed oppressive policies aimed to diminish Worker Protections and Labor Unions. Marched
with the Eric Garner family in support of Equal Justice for all. Personally invested to fight against
Educational Injustice. Act on behalf of Food Deprived individuals and communities. Actively
promote Civic Engagement.
PRIORITIES
Health Care: Staten Island ranks 2nd in deaths under age 65, Citywide, and Brooklyn ranks 3rd.
The leading causes are cancer and heart disease; with the North Shore having the highest
percentage Island-wide. The six Medically Underserved communities in the district, are
disproportionately of color, and have poorer health outcomes than neighboring, non-minority
communities. In the fight against Health Inequality, I have met with Legislators in Albany to push
for passage of critical legislation that protects and expands current healthcare delivery models,
including Governor Cuomo's blueprint to End The Epidemic.
I support the New York Health program, a comprehensive and universal single-payer system
of access to health insurance for all New York State residents. I'll fight to protect the Indigent Care
Fund, and legislate increases of such funding, particularly on behalf of Richmond University
Medical Center. It's unacceptable that Staten Island is the only borough without a public hospital.
I will unlock the stalemate that blocks the passage of the Safe Staffing Act. It is unfathomable
that Patient-Staffing ratios are dangerously compromised, in lieu of profits. New York hospitals
and nursing homes are chronically understaffed. This hurts patients because it increases the risk of
patient death, failure to rescue, hospital-acquired infections, falls and unsafe discharge planning.
Just as I pledged to the NYS Nurses Association, "I will fight tirelessly for legislation to support,
empower and protect our Nurses, which in turn provides a higher level of care for all patients".
Education: I will unlock the stalemate that for 10 years has failed to deliver $4 Billion to fund
public education from pre-k to 12th grade, as was established to resolve the Campaign for Fiscal
Equity court ruling.
New York State has a school suspension crisis and black students are four times more likely than
their white peers to be suspended, and often suspended for lower level offenses. Students of color,
Immigrants, LGBTQ students and students with disabilities also face disproportionate rates of
suspension. I support the Solutions Not Suspensions Bill to ban suspensions for grades K to 3,
reduce them dramatically for all grades, and utilize positive and supportive interventions as a first
resort and suspensions as a last resort.
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I am a staunch proponent of Educational Equity. I will fiercely take action to protect our
vulnerable student populations from widespread and 'hidden' practices that undergird inequality.
Lastly, I propose 'wrap-around' services, and 'Homework 101'!
I will legislate for a cure to the "TAP Gap". Funding, estimated at $160 million, must be added
to the CUNY and SUNY operating budgets to cover the funding difference at the point when
increased tuition costs are not matched by financial aid from the N.Y.S. Tuition Assistance
Program (TAP), whereby the student is forced to pay more, if possible, and/or the college is
required to waive all or part of the student's bill. The TAP tuition waivers create a “TAP Gap” that
has cut into CUNY's and SUNY’s operating budget. CUNY, which serves large numbers of low
and middle income students receiving TAP, absorbed a $70 million cut last year. To protect quality
college education and to invest in our students, I will support all efforts to better fund CUNY and
SUNY.
Housing: I support the passage of Good Cause Eviction, the current legislation that requires
landlords to have a good reason, such as non-payment of rent, to evict a tenant. I will push to fully
fund Governor Cuomo's 2016 pledge to create 20,000 units of supportive housing - to date only a
fraction of these homes have been financed. I support setting aside 15% of all units created in new
state subsidized affordable housing projects for homeless families and individuals.
I will ensure the state’s obligations to responsibly fund public housing by ending wasteful tax
breaks to ultra-rich corporate developers [421a and 485a], and instead allocate that $3 billion for
repairs in NYCHA and public housing authorities across the state.
I support the passage of Home Stability Support, a statewide rent subsidy proposal designed
to address sheltered individuals and families, and those who are at risk of homelessness.
I fully support Tenant Opportunity to Purchase, draft legislation from NYS Senator Zellnor
Myrie (20SD) that affords tenants priority to buy their landlord's building and turn it into a
cooperative if their landlord puts the property up for sale. Tenants could also work with a nonprofit that would buy and manage the building. The bill provides a structure for low to moderate
income New Yorkers to become shareholders and co-own the building with their neighbors. The
primary aim is to ensure that the apartments are permanently affordable.
Criminal Justice: When considering 'Reform', we must view the landscape of what is to be
reformed. The process to achieve Criminal Justice Reform is far easier to conceptualize than it is
to actualize. 'Reform', acknowledges that corrective action is required to cease a past practice
or policy which was proven to be detrimental, or even became the source of generations of
destruction. Overzealous policing and an often unfriendly judicial system has caused irreparable
harm to countless individuals and communities, and disproportionately to communities of color.
However, before the 'reform', I endured the fear and humiliation of "Stop and Frisk" on three
occasions, once at gunpoint, and one that ended miles away after being driven in a patrol car to a
crime scene. My family suffered the trauma of incarceration.
I can speak of the importance of criminal justice reform with 1st-Person authority, and I do.
The process to true 'Reform' is never easy, but is absolutely necessary for the greater good.
I support enactment of the Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary Confinement (HALT)
Act. Studies have proven that long-term solitary confinement causes severe mental and physical
trauma. The United Nations has determined such confinement as torture. In 2019, there were
38,000 sentences to solitary, lasting a few days, or months, or for years. The bill limits solitary
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confinement to only serious infractions, for a maximum of 17 hours per day and no more than 15
consecutive days. Prohibits imposing solitary confinement on special populations.
I support passage of the New York for All Act, to preserve state and local resources for
community safety only, prevents diverting those resources to enable ICE, and protects Immigrant
families. Prohibits state and local officers from enforcing federal immigration laws and sharing
sensitive information with ICE, and also prohibits ICE from entering non-public areas of state and
local property without a judicial warrant.
My view of a Legislator is be transparent. As such, I believe it's right and fair to always speak
to my Constituents regarding any emotionally charged reform effort. Therefore, Let's discuss:
 Fair and Timely Parole Act, which ensures that the parole release process is based on who people
are today and their accomplishments while incarcerated, not solely on their crime of conviction.
 Elder Parole Bill. Allows for the consideration of parole release for all people aged 55 and older
who have served at least 15 consecutive years in prison.
For those who say, "It's not your time Brandon, just wait"
Is it not time for the voiceless to be heard? Is it not time for everyone to have even ONE person
to represent them? NOW IS THE TIME to elect a Champion. I am ready to fight for housing
rights and protections, quality and affordable healthcare, protections for Seniors, fortifying
education and literacy, and working with community partners to forge a sustainable path to clean
and safe communities.
I am a fierce advocate of worker's rights, economic security, and upholding Union guarantees.
I am a TRUE Democrat and an unafraid "Voice for the Voiceless".
"Let's Get To Work"!



February 2020 Minutes
General Meeting
February 18, 2020
Oriental Plaza
1845 Richmond Avenue

P

resident Mohan called the meeting to order at 8:21 p.m. at the Oriental Plaza Restaurant.
President Mohan reminded members that the club defers to “Robert’s Rules of Order”. In order
to keep the meeting running smoothly President Mohan urged members to wait to be
acknowledged before speaking.
January Minutes
Joann Olbrich made a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the newsletter. Chris Bauer
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
President Mohan reminded members that the club would be selling 50/50 tickets to help defray the
$150 restaurant rental fee and he urged them to purchase tickets.
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1st Guest Speaker
Charles DeStefano, the Law Chair of the Democratic Committee of Richmond County and an
experienced trial lawyer, spoke about his duties as County’s new Law Chair and the importance
of playing his part in the political process. Mr. DeStefano told members that he is a Democrat
because it is the party of inclusion. He reminded members about how much immigrants contributed
to the Staten Island economy. The Law chair told members that “respect is all we need to have”.
Mr. DeStefano added that his role as Law Chair is to get viable candidates to run for the
judiciary. He wants to see lawyers eventually become judges. He added that the party must work
together to elect Democrats across America, and we need to inspire people to run for political
office. Mr. DeStefano sees hate and bigotry as a “cancer that we need to extricate.” He said that
“we need to make this Island what it should be - a place for all”.
After his presentation Mr. DeStefano took questions from several members in attendance.
2nd Guest Speaker
Jasmine Robinson introduced her friend Reverend Kevin McCall whom she invited to
commemorate Black History Month. Activist Rev. McCall came out here to help build coalitions
for social justice to share stories and Jasmine said she is happy to call him her friend, brother and
mentor.
Rev. McCall, who comes from Brooklyn, thanked S.I.D.A. for the invitation. He mentioned
that Jasmine is a dedicated sister. Rev McCall said that we are living in a time where we all must
work together because he feels our country is going backwards. He feels our President is very
divisive and that’s why we all need to work together. He wants to see everyone registered to vote
and urged members to continue this important mission.
Rev McCall gave kudos to Congressman Max Rose saying that he is doing great work. Rev.
McCall said he was very involved in the Eric Garner case and he is working on some legislation.
In closing he said in the spirit of Black History join forces with everyone and work together.
3rd Guest Speaker
New York City Councilman Brad Lander of the 39th District is the current chair of Local Progress,
a movement of local elected officials advancing a racial and economic justice agenda through all
levels of local government. Councilman Lander thanked Pres Mohan and Tom Shcherbenko for
inviting him to the meeting and told members that he wants to get to know us. He also wants to
knock on doors with Max Rose.
The councilman mentioned that he is gearing up to run for the N.Y.C. Comptroller race.
Councilman Lander spoke proudly about several new bills that he was able to pass, the new bail
reform, the role of the comptroller’s office and changing the formula for homeowners’ tax.
Councilman Lander told members that he is looking forward to working with the club to strengthen
the city and Staten Island. After his presentation, Councilman Lander took questions from several
members in attendance.
Governor’s Representative
Tom Scarangella introduced himself to members as the Staten Island representative from Governor
Cuomo’s Office.
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Board of Elections
Commissioner Ann Taylor announced that Steve Richmond, the General Counsel of the New York
City Board of Elections, was there and was available to answer questions.
Vice President’s Report
Vice President Liz Price provided members with a summary from the January 30 th Executive
Committee meeting.
County Convention
Joann Olbrich announced that there will be a county convention for the Democratic Committee of
Richmond County on February 19 at the J.C.C. At the convention candidates running for office
will be nominated, and members will vote on the new proposed by-laws. She mentioned that
Executive Director James Clinton is sending an email out to county committee members regarding
the convention and the by-law changes.
Executive Secretary’s Report
Executive Secretary Dennis Brown announced that he would dispense with his report. He told
members to keep fighting and tell truth to power.
President Mohan announced that Pearl Minsky is selling the 50/50 tickets and urged members to
purchase them to help defray the cost of the room rental fee.
Social Secretary’s Report
There was no Social Secretary’s report.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Bonnie Rothman provided the Treasurer’s report including credits and debits. She
encouraged members to buy 50/50 tickets to offset cost of the room fee.
By-Laws Committee
Chair Joann Olbrich mentioned that she plans to have a meeting with all the members that showed
interest in helping to choose S.I.D.A.’s representative to County Committee.
Human Rights Committee
Chair Clara Ogburn urged members to go out to petition, vote, and to participate in the census.
Media, Public Relations and Web site Committee
Chair Roy Moskowitz reported that the Staten Island Advance agreed to run the press release he
sent about the new S.I.D.A. Executive Committee
Issues Committee
Chairs are Richard Reichard and Jasmine Robinson. Jasmine urged members to submit ideas for
issue papers.
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New Business
Chris Bauer reported that the Staten Island St. Patrick’s Parade Committee has refused to let the
LGBTQ community participate in the Staten Island St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Chris asked for
volunteers to help along the parade route.
Bonnie asked if there is anyone interested in learning to become club Treasurer to let her know.
Cindy Voorspuy announced that the Lathrope Voorspuy Memorial Scholarship Brunch will be
held on April 19 at Jade Bistro.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:02 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Dwyer
Corresponding &
Recording Secretary



Presidential Primary/Caucus Schedule
Primary/Caucus schedule as it appears in the website http://frontloading.blogspot.com/p/2020presidential-primary-calendar.html.

F

riday, March 13:
 Hawaii Republican delegate apportionment
Saturday, March 14:
 Guam Republican territorial convention
 Northern Mariana Islands Democratic caucuses
Sunday, March 15:
 Kansas Republican conventions (district conventions start 3/15, process ends with state convention
5/24)
 Northern Mariana Islands Republican territorial caucus
Tuesday, March 17:
 Arizona (Democrats only)
 Florida
 Illinois
 Ohio
Wednesday, March 18:
 American Samoa Republican territorial caucus
Tuesday, March 24:
 Georgia
Sunday, March 29:
 Puerto Rico Democratic primary
Wednesday April 1:
 South Carolina Republican conventions (district conventions start 4/1, process ends with state
convention 5/2)
Saturday, April 4:
 Alaska Democratic party-run primary
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 Alaska Republican state convention
 Hawaii Democratic party-run primary
 Louisiana
 Virgin Islands Republican territorial caucuses (through Sat., May 30)
 Wyoming Democratic caucuses
Tuesday, April 7:
 Wisconsin
Tuesday, April 28:
 Connecticut
 Delaware
 Maryland
 New York
 Pennsylvania
 Rhode Island
Friday, May 1):
 Virginia Republican state convention
Saturday, May 2:
 Guam Democratic caucuses
 Kansas Democratic party-run primary
Tuesday, May 5:
 Indiana
Saturday, May 9:
 Arizona Republican state convention
 Wyoming Republican state convention
Tuesday, May 12:
 Nebraska
 West Virginia
Tuesday, May 19:
 Kentucky
 Oregon
Tuesday, June 2:
 Montana
 New Jersey
 New Mexico
 South Dakota
 Washington, DC
Saturday, June 6:
 Virgin Islands Democratic caucuses
Sunday, June 7:
 Puerto Rico Republican primary
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LVMSF Awards Brunch
SAVE THE DATE

The 2020 Lathrope Voorspuy
Memorial Scholarship Fund
Awards Brunch
Sunday, April 19, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Jade Asian Bistro
331 New Dorp Lane
Staten Island, NY 10306
The Seven 2020 LVMSF awardees (a new record) are:

Setonji Agosa

Nidhi Khanna

Dana Koenigsberg

Colleen McKeever

Lou Paniccioli

Pryde Smith-Gilbert

Steven Williams
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March 17, 2020
CANCELED
General Meeting, 8:00p.m.
Oriental Plaza, 1845 Richmond Ave.
 Brandon Stradford, candidate for 23rd
Senatorial District
 Rajiv Gowda, candidate for 23rd
Senatorial District

April 21, 2020
STATUS OF MEETING TBD
General Meeting, 8:00p.m.
Oriental Plaza, 1845 Richmond Ave.
 Speaker T.B.D.

It’s Time to Join or Renew Your S.I.D.A. Membership!
To become a member, renew membership, or make a donation, call Bonita Rothman at (917) 5963724, or complete and return the coupon. Voting privileges begin 45 days after joining.
------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2020 DUES
$25 - Family
$20 - Individual
- Senior, Student, or
$15 Unemployed

DONATION
$5
$50
$100
Other

Check (payable to: S.I.D.A.)

Cash

I understand SIDA is a Democratic Party club. I (or we, if this is a Family
Membership) am (are) at least 17 years of age and an enrolled Democrat, or intend to
enroll as a Democrat upon becoming eligible.
Signature
Name(s)
Address
City

Apt #
State

Zip

Phone
E-mail
Make checks payable
to S.I.D.A. and send to:
For internal use only:
Comp:
Received $:

S.I.D.A.
P.O. Box 140371
Staten Island, NY 10314-0371
Deposited $:

Entered Sht:
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